Re: Eastman today 


Subject: Re: Eastman today 

From: Jim Kennedy <jkennedy@exteraschools.org> 

Date: 3/26/19, 5:50 PM 

To: Bob Smiland <bsmiland@inner-cityarts.org> 

CC: Tom Strickler <thomasstrickler@gmail.com> 

Bob, 

I'm really sorry to hear about what happened. Apart from these activities, the 
anti-Extera presence on social media seems to be growing (link below). Apart 
from the UTLA site on Facebook, this organization is posting a lot of negative and 
false information. Among the comments, they have highlighted all of the board 
members. They even have taken a photo of Hilda Solis from our web site reading 
to our students. The caption says (as though she were reading it from the book), 
"Once upon a time there was a charter school that forced its way into Breed, 
etc." 

Today our parent representative on the board, Elva Morales, informed Corri that 
she needed to step down from the board for personal reasons. It's not clear that 
she made the decision because of what is happening, but I have seen references 
to her in the posts on Facebook. I imagine that she is feeling the pressure and is 
uncomfortable with what is happening. She gave other reasons, but this situation 
has likely contributed to her decision. 

They are getting way ahead of us with the messaging. I think we need to 
strategize next steps to counter what they are doing. 

https://www.facebook.com/EastsidePCP/? tn =kC- 

R&eid=ARA 8MZf9XhRpanlUTG3tAt33oOiBN- 
DfwdliLOiPrl2a4umust8KsYOPOTb6TSIAiUUU9HzYLLIdkvW& 

he ref=ARSGAolOdPkV6vMPa336H9GTOMOtH7nn2pln3WmLzl65ioxaroHhX5kOK 

sBRied!870&fref=nf 

Jim 


Jim Kennedy, Ed.D. 
Chief Executive Officer 
Extera Public Schools 
Mobile: (818) 506-5831 
Office: (323) 261-0059 


On Mar 26, 2019, at 2:34 PM, Bob Smiland e bsmi land@inner-dtvarts.org > 
wrote: 
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Re: Eastman today 


Thanks, well it turned out to be stressful for staff - they said at the 
gate they were here to "thank the staff" for Inner-City arts support of 
Eastman ....so my director gathered everyone for celebration - 
then they stated their real reason for visiting was to speak to me 
about Extera. 

It is the first time overlap has occurred. 

I have since learned their request was specifically that I resign from 
the Extera board. 

All wil be fine! All part of the mission! 


Bob Smiland 

PRESIDENT & CEO 
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On Tue, Mar 26, 2019 at 2:29 PM Tom Strickler < thomasstrickler@amail.com > 
wrote: 

Bob: 

Sorry about that. Hope it wasn't uncomfortable for your staff. 

Tom 

On Tue, Mar 26, 2019 at 1:46 PM Bob Smiland < bsmiland@inner- 

citvarts.ora > wrote: 

During the lunch hour today a group of about 10 parents, with 
one identified union earlier, came to Inner-City Arts to speak with 
me about their views on Eastman. 

I was not on campus and missed the group. They spoke with one 
of our Directors. 

If they plan to visit other board members, we should provide a 
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Re: Eastman today 


heads up. 

Thanks, 

Bob 


Bob Smiland 

PRESIDENT & CEO 
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446 Altair Place 
Venice CA 90291 

310 892 3737 (c) 
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